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ProLoGUE

BELINDA 24T 0N THE OLD TREE ETUMP WHERE SHE ALWAYS SAT,
geazargg At the whine store wall. Then: was oo e, no opening of any kasd.

Aovery longs tose ago o boy tried propping o Ladder against te
will s I could clomb e the Top Fsuin every time T dic, soanething
pusdied it away. So the boy chmbaed o tree too far froo e wall
I|:-.:|u||:r|l aver I bt close .._-||u|_|!_|;|:| o s insiche. He saad chere was
mothiang ur weeds amd 2 few trees.

Moo o Knewe whisre the wall came from or T long i baed Baen
there, Injust was. Every vear the e msoney amaved an e bank s no
e could rear down the wall or build anyihing oo the Lod.

Foielinda memred heer chin on a seoadl fist, Bloe Eves e-:»:'a:u.l:lil:lg e weall. L
Juest it moke sense her nise-vear-okl mind decided. Why would
anyone winl 2 will without an entrance or a gave or something? L
wisnl protecting anything. [r waset hicing anvtlangs. VWwhar else was
a wall for?

Preoesix Winrens' CLue

She reflected on the Gt thar thougde e wall was whine, i never got

elirmy The sl always looked frshly paanted, bur ne one sver washed
it o paanted i

Belinda often s|.l-:l]-u.' o the wall, welling 1 |:|q_'r]:lrl.l|.l|.-|.'|:||e-= el Iwier
dlrewims, I||i.||!,|;e-= el never tald Ay e, | lasremsd o= no ome elee
elicl woed vewier grot wimgery or laughesd ar Teee. The wall had beconse

Tser fremed. Shae sar thens |_||_|:|.|_-|:]:.-, slaring at the wall. Shied pever
touched 1 Wihw? There was no reason to be afraad of i She clasped
thee small gold monkey charm that lung around her neck. The
cluaron shie always clutehied 1o bolster her conbdence. The clarm
Lier mother gave ber the day she dropped Belinda and her vounger
brsthier |i:||.'|_'!.' al Cerandma’s. “Hemember | lowve voi, 1 :|-::-|:||.'_'!.'."'|:|-L'r
mither sasd befons beavings, That was almost twe yvears ago.

Balhing: the small chamn i her Ifil:u_.n_'n-:. Helinuela srood L anel walleed
aver To the walll She exvendded ber right land o i, tooched n
bt chicl non feel any neoune, Instead ber hand seemed o be pressang
.I.!_".I.i.I:IHI awall of air. Placng ber leead upran that saane wall of air, dhe
1.'-]|.isp|:rl|.'|.|,"]'-’.L':||:||:|:||.'|:-|.'r| lowe _'.-l.ll.l."l'l-"al.l-'

Sucldenly the wall desappewred. $Whar happensd? She gpam around.
b wall was Beluid Ties. She spun arouwsd again. She was nswle!
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